 ars viva 05/06 -  I D E N T I T Y

Fine Arts Awards 2005  presented by the

Cultural Committee of German  Business

This year the Cultural Committee of German Business within the BDI  has given the fine arts awards, worth 5000 EUR each, to Jason Dodge,  Takehito Koganezawa, Michaela Meise and Robin Rhode. The award also  includes the "ars viva 05/06" exhibitions and an accompanying  publication.

The theme of this year's  Incentive Award's was Identity. 35 artists were under consideration.  Various aspects of identity play an important role in their work- for example the question of one's own cultural conditioning and roots in a  globalized world.

  

 
Takehito  Koganezawa, born in 1974, studied in Tokyo. In his playful and absurd crayon drawings, collages, videos, audio installations and performances Koganezawa captures everyday moments. His artistic repertoire  ranges from confrontations with ciphers taken from the globalized consumer  world to exact observations of culturally varying, coded body language.

   
Robin  Rhode, born in 1976, studied in Johannesburg, South Africa. His performances, films and photographs are influenced by Street Art and generally have a plain wall as their background. Using charcoal and chalk  on walls, he makes simple line drawings of everyday objects which he  "brings to life" by integrating them in performances and animated  films.

  

Jason  Dodge, born in 1969, studied in Malawi, Baltimore and New Haven. In his conceptually oriented works the artist pursues the question of  truth and fiction in terms of people and events, often with an amused  glance at various artists from bygone eras.

Michaela  Meise, born in 1976, studied in Kassel and Frankfurt / Main. Her straight-forward, sometimes minimalistic installations often stand in very fragile relation to their surroundings. Some works bear characteristics of modernistic furniture, others bear images "contaminated" by fragments of personal memories, making the artist's own cultural conditioning  transparen
This year the jury, under  the chairmanship of Dr. Arend Oetker, consisted of the curators Dr. Ulrich  Ptak, Kunsthalle Rostock; Anselm Franke, Kunst-Werke Berlin e.V. -  Institute for Contemporary Art; Dieter Roelstraete; Mark Kremer, Museum  für Hedendagse Kunst, Antwerp, and Dr. Stephanie Rosenthal, Haus der Kunst  Munich and six members of the Cultural Committee.

The "ars  viva 05/06" exhibitions will be opened in the Kunsthalle Rostock on 6 October 2005 and continued in spring 2006 in  Extra City - Center for Contemporary Art, Antwerp and in  summer in the Kunst-Werke Berlin e.V. - Institute for Contemporary  Art Berlin. The catalogue will be published in both German and  English.

The official award ceremony took place during the  Cultural Committee's annual conference on 8 October 2005 in Rostock.

