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 Rinus Van de Velde, Untitled , 2010, courtesy Galerie Zink - Tim Van Laere Gallery
Extra City Kunsthal Antwerp presents Drawing Documents as the last exposition of 2010 and also the last curated by current artistic director Anselm Franke.
Drawing Documents presents recent projects that explore the medium of the drawing in its relation to memory and the representation of history. Parallel to the widespread current artistic concern with history that focuses on the politics of historical narrative, and the ambiguity of photographic or filmic documents, a renewed interest has emerged in drawing as a means of recording reality and relating to past events. Found somewhere between the genres of history painting, writing, and visual documents such as photography and film, the medium presents unique possibilities and asks particular questions concerning the reception of reality and historiography. 

Drawing Documents explores how drawing establishes new relations between the imaginative and the evidentiary. The works bridge the visible and invisible, image and text, subjective desire and inscriptions of the real, authorship and witnessing, individual and collective memories, imaginaries and experiences. Drawings, this exhibition suggests, create a distinctive space that allows us to survey the condition of historical consciousness, particularly in relation to the image-economies of present-day mass media. 

For Drawing Documents, Rinus Van de Velde creates a new series of wall drawings. Over the past years, Van de Velde has used a vast personal collection of images as templates for his drawings, combining them with textual fragments that introduce subjective experience into fragmentary narrative scenographies. Although the artist has long been working with a fictional Alter Ego, he has recently begun to approach historical figures and enter into an imaginary conversation with them through his work. Christine Meisner works both in film and drawing. Her work is based on extensive historical research and traveling, which is then cast into the form of essayistic video-works and series of deviated drawings. In the new works presented in this exhibition, she focuses on the history of slavery in the United States, creating topographic maps that explore fugitive routes and communication systems based on specific literary accounts. 
In his practice of painting and drawing, Xisco Mensua refers to poetic, literary and philosophic sources from the twentieth century, creating tableaus that mobilize transient layers of the historical imagination. Musician and cartoonist Peter Blegvad will be represented with his long-term project Imagined, Observed & Remembered, a series of what he calls comparative drawings, conceived as an inquiry into the role of the “mind's eye”. Here particular illustrations and objects are depicted first as imagined, then based on actual observation, and after a period of time, once again from memory. From Ivan Grubanov paintings and the G-series, a new series of drawings are on show. In his work, Grubanov explores political historiography and puts to the test what specific modes of representation, such as the monument, contain, thus traversing the distance between official and personal histories. Florian Zeyfang looks critically at a globalized world of media signs and at the consequences for the society and the individual, taking into account historic aspects of both art and political movements. His Transmission Attempts is the only video-work in the exhibition. The black and white animation is based on a montage of scenes from films by Harun Farocki/Andrej Ujica, Jean-Luc Godard/Jean-Pierre Gorin and Jean-Marie Straub/Danièle Huilliet.
With special thanks to SEACEX, Sociedad Estatal para la Acción Cultural Exterior for the support.
Short biographies

Peter Blegvad (b. 1951, New York) lives and works in London. Mostly known for his weekly cartoon Leviathan published between 1992 and 1999 in the British newspaper The Independent and bundled in The book of Leviathan, Blegvad also has a career as a singer/songwriter that started in the 1970s. He played and composed music for many bands such as Slap Happy and Faust. He has also released several solo albums and produced a series of radio plays for BBC Radio. Together with Simon Lucas he co-hosts the Amateur Enterprises website.

www.leviathan.co.uk

www.amateur.org.uk

Ivan Grubanov (b. 1976, Belgrade), lives and works in Belgrade and Berlin. 
He is mainly known as an innovative visual artist, using computer graphics and video in a distinctive, expressive style. His current work is concerned with an exploration of history, looking at the role of memory and the implications of the artist documenting and interpreting past events. In 2002 and 2003, he attended the trial against Milosevic, “the man who determined my life and identity as Serbian”, and made over 200 sketched drawings. Recent solo exhibitions include Loock Galerie, Berlin; Le Grand Café Centre d’Art Contemporain, St. Nazaire; Stroom Center for Contemporary Art, The Hague; Nogueras Blanchard Gallery, Barcelona. Participations in group shows include: Witte de With, Rotterdam; City Gallery, Prague; 10th Istanbul Biennial; 3rd Bucharest Biennial of Young Artists; Kunsthalle Bern; The Drawing Center and Apex Art in New York; Stedelijk Museum CS and De Appel in Amsterdam; South London Gallery; Thessaloniki Biennial; Tirana Biennial.

Christine Meisner (b. 1970, Nuremberg, Germany) lives and works in Berlin.
The work of Christine Meisner includes drawing, video and narration. Her projects, mostly resulting from lengthy research and travel, question the legitimacy and nature of human expansion, both in a territorial and ideological sense. A strong focus in her work is the implications of colonialism and the African Diaspora related to it. Ranging between different concepts of ‘truth’, her work inquires into an unsolved past, which continuously evokes questions for the present. Meisner’s work has been on display at Musee des Beaux Arts Nantes/France, Pinacoteca of Sao Paulo and the Museum of Modern Art Recife/Brasil as well as at the CCA, Warsaw and in the Victoria & Albert Museum in London. She contributed to the Brussels Biennial for Extra City and exhibited at Museion Bolzano, Kunsthaus Dresden and recently at the Bucharest Biennial 2010 and the Württembergischer Kunstverein, Stuttgart.

Xisco Mensua (b. 1960, Barcelona) works and lives in Rocafort, Spain. He started his fine arts education in 1978 at the Escola d’Arts i Oficis in Valencia and later continued in Barcelona. Since 1990 his artworks have been on view at galleries and expositions worldwide. A selection: The Return of the Cadavre Exquis, The Drawing Centre, New York (1993); Dibujos germinales in Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofia, Madrid (1998); Registros y Hábitos, Fundaciò Antoni Tàpies, Barcelona (2006); The soul (or, much trouble in the transportation of souls), Manifesta 7, Trento (2008).

Rinus Van de Velde (b. 1983, Leuven) lives and works in Antwerp.
He studied at Sint Lucas Antwerp and was in 2009/2010 resident at the postgraduate Higher Institute of Fine Arts (HISK) in Ghent and is represented by Zinc gallery in Munich and Berlin. His work has recently been exhibited in the following shows:

In 2010: Verzamelde Verhalen, Watou, Belgium; How Many Steps until the next block, Institut für moderne Kunst, Nuremberg, Germany; There is not a single grey hair in my soul, Pocket Room, Antwerp. In 2009: Without ifs, buts and maybes, Art Basel Miami Beach, Art Positions, Miami; Gaining here is losing there, Be Part, Waregem, Belgium; A rotating sculpture and the residues, Galerie Zink, Munich. In 2008:
William Crowder, 40 years of sculpture, S.M.A.K., Ghent; Waiting for a retrospective, Lokaal01, Antwerp; No Problem, 1st Floor Gallery, Antwerp.

Florian Zeyfang (b.1965, Stuttgart) lives and works in Berlin as an artist, writer and curator. His projects are conceived within different forms of the moving image: film, video, slide projection and animation. He uses multiple media, including photography, video, and installation, and is concerned with the relations between politics and form. He has been active in collaborations and curatorial initiatives and is now Professor for Moving Image at the Academy of Fine Arts in Umeå, Sweden. His installations, photos and videos have been exhibited internationally in festivals and institutes including Artists Space, New York; Kunstverein Köln; Berlinale – International Film Festival Berlin; Internationale Kurzfilmtage Oberhausen; the London International Film Festival; Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago; KW Berlin; ICA Moscow. 
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